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Marines & Auxiliary Members: 

 
� ������� � 		
���� � 

��	 �

 
The next General Membership Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, 7 January 2010 at 2000 Hours.  
 Note:  The Auxiliary  has cancelled their January Meeting.  

Their next meeting will be held in February.   
The Detachment will meet at the American Legion, Post 

351, 46146 Cass Avenue located in Utica.   
The telephone number to the Post is: (586) 731-9833. 
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November Renewals:  

Nathan D. Faraday 
 

December Renewals:  
Jason E. Daniels 

Donald E. Schwan 
Joseph W. Wozniak 

 
January Renewals:  
Jerome N. Nadolski 

Austin D. Sabin 
 

Your annual membership dues of $31.00 (checks payable 
to: Macomb County Detachment, MCL) should be mailed to the 
Adjutant/Paymaster at: 6388 Old Coach Trail, Washington, 
Michigan, 48094-2148 or in person at the General Membership 
Meeting. 
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For those members that pay their membership on an 

annual basis, maybe you should think about Life Membership. 
For the Life Membership Option: you pay one time and are 

a member for life.  Life membership fees are based on age and 
are as follows: 
  Age Up to 35 $500.00 

Age 36 to 50 $400.00 
Age 51 to 60 $300.00 
Age 61 and up $150.00 

 
With your Paid Life Membership, you will receive a metal 

Life Membership Card, Lapel Pin and a Certificate suitable for 
framing.  You may select Life Membership at any time as long 
as you are a member in good standing (dues up-to-date).   

The Detachment currently has 114 Paid Life Members.  
This represents 80% of our paid membership.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a payment plan for those that do not have the 

money available for a lump sum payment for Life Membership.   
If you are interested in Life Membership under this plan, or 

have any questions, contact the Adjutant/Paymaster for details. 
The Detachment currently has 117 Paid Life Members.  

This represents 82% of our paid membership.   
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At the December General Membership Meeting, Marine 

Richard Flynn was in attendance and won the Attendance 
Raffle of $26.50. The next attendance raffle will be 
approximately $9.00 (depending on the number of members 
present).  Another good reason to attend the meetings! 

The Detachment also holds a 50/50 Raffle at each 
meeting.  The amount of winnings depends on the number of 
tickets sold.  Tickets are priced at $1.00 each or six for $5.00.  
Winning $78.00 was at the December meeting was Marine 
Joseph Kozlowski. This raffle supports the publication and 
mailing of this newsletter. 

We had two Marines accepted Regular Members of the 
Detachment.  See page 2. 

Marine Jerry Allen was appointed the new Detachment 
Sergeant-at-Arms filling a vacancy. 

Members enjoyed pizza and assorted pogey-bait after the 
meeting. A big thank you, to the ladies that provided salads 
and desserts to top off the nice Christmas Party hosted by the 
Detachment.  

There were forty-one members present at the meeting. 
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Christine Tonegatto-Salo, Detachment Commandant – (586) 997-0081 – email: catsusmc@cdsdes.com  
Irene Spooner, Auxiliary President – (586) 466-5708 – email: mispooner@wowway.com  

JANUARY 2010 
George Wittstock, PDC, Editor, 6388 Old Coach Trail, Washington, Michigan, 48094-2148 

(586) 781-5414 – email: gwittstock@hotmail.com 
Detachment WEB Site: www.macombmarines.org 



������������	�
��������
���
���������������
������� ����
�����
�
����
����������2 
 

� 	�� � 	��	��� � 	�
�
���� � � �
 

 

At the December General Membership 
Meeting, the following Marines were 
accepted as Regular Members in our 
Detachment: 
 

Alan D. Opra 
Marine Opra was discharged from Active Duty in December of 

1986 with the rank of Corporal and served as a Rifleman. 
 

John L. Sych 
Marine Sych was discharged from Active Duty in August of 

1971 with the rank of Sergeant and served as a  
Narrow Band Secure Voice Operator. 

 
Both Marines elected to be Paid Life Members. 
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We hope your association with the Detachment will be a 
memorable one. 

This brings our total membership to 148 members 
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We held our first Growl of the Pound on 19 November 

2009.  At the Growl, two new members joined.  Sworn in as 
PUPS were Marines Jerry Allen and John Tinsley – both from 
our Detachment .  Welcome aboard PUPS! 

Our next Growl of the Pound is scheduled to meet at the 
American Legion, Post 351 on Monday, 18 
January 2010 at 1930 Hours.  This will be 
the last opportunity for transferring 
members and new members to become a 
Charter Member of the Pound. 

The Military Order of the Devil Dogs is 
the Fun and Honor Society of the Marine 
Corps League.  We are interested in 

quality members, not quantity.  It’s purposes is to provide 
added strength to the League, to promote camaraderie among 
all members, and to help make the experience of being a 
member of the Marine Corps League memorable in every 
respect. 

Membership qualifications are: 
·  You must be a regular member of the Marine Corps 

League in good standing (dues up to date). 
·  Must be of good character and reputation (we have a little 

wiggle room here). 
·  You must have at least one (1) year in the Marine Corps 

League. 
 
For those that are members of a different Pound in the 

Order, this is an excellent opportunity for those of you that are 
members and do not attend Growls because of the travel 
distance involved to Dearborn, Detroit and Wyondotte.  

Questions may be referred to the undersigned. 
Semper Woofing! 

PDD 96-011 George Wittstock 
Sir Pound Keeper 

Pound 345 
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The Detachment Toys for Tots ended at a special event 
hosted by the Ram’s Horn in Shelby Township.  Supporting 
this endeavor were Marines Gerald Mize, Chairman of the 
Detachment Toys for Tots campaign, Gary Titus and 
Francisco Torre. 

All in all, the Detachment donated over 600 toys and 
$43.00 to Toys 4 Tots this year. 
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--Roman statesman Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 B.C.) 
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SUMMARY:  An Army officer sums up what makes Marines 
different. 
 
By Colonel. Daniel F. Bolger, U. S. Army  
(Excerpt from Death Ground: Today’s American Infantry In 
Battle) 

 
“What makes Marine Infantry special? Asking the question 

that misses the most fundamental point about the United 
States Marine Corps.  In the Marines, everyone--sergeant, 
mechanic, cannoneer, supply man, clerk, aviator, cook--is a 
rifleman first.  The entire Corps, all 170,000 or so on the active 
rolls, plus the reserves, are all infantry.  All speak the language 
of the rifle and bayonet, of muddy boots and long, hot 
marches.  It’s never us and them, only us.  That is the secret of 
the Corps.” 

“If Army infantry amounts to a stern monastic order 
standing apart, on the edge of the wider secular soldier world, 
Marine infantry more resembles the central totem worshipped 
by the entire tribe.  Marines have specialized, as have all 
modern military organizations.  And despite the all-too-real 
rigors of boot camp, annual rifle qualification, and high physical 
standards, a Marine aircraft crew chief or radio repairman 
wouldn’t make a good 0311 on a squad assault.  But those 
Marine technical types know that they serve the humble grunt, 
the man who will look the enemy in the eye within close to 
belly-ripping range. Moreover, all Marines think of themselves 
as grunts at heart, just a bit out of practice at the moment.  
That connections creates a great strength throughout the 
Corps.” 

“It explains why Marine commanders routinely, even 
casually, combine widely disparate kinds of capabilities into 
small units…. Marines send junior officers and NCOs out from 
their line rifle companies and expect results.  They get them, 
too.” 

“Even a single Marine has on call the firepower of the air 
wing, the Navy, and all of the United States.  Or at least he 
thinks he does.  A Marine acts accordingly.  He is expected to 
take charge, to improvise, to adapt, to overcome.  A Marine 
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gets by with ancient aircraft (the ratty C-46E Frog, for 
example), hand-me-down weapons (such as the old M-60 
tanks used in the Gulf War), and whatever else he can bum off 
the Army or cajole out of the Navy.  Marines get the job done 
regardless, because they are Marines.  They make a virtue out 
of necessity.  The men, not the gear, make the difference.  
Now and again, the Marines want to send men, not bullets.” 

“This leads to a self-assurance that sometimes comes 
across as disregard for detailed staff-college quality planning 
and short shrift for high-level supervision.  Senior Army officers 
in particular sometimes find the Marines amateurish, cavalier, 
and overly trusting in just wading in and letting the junior 
leaders sort it out. In the extreme, a few soldiers have looked 
at the Corps as some weird, inferior, ersatz ground war 
establishment, a bad knockoff of the real thing. ‘A small, 
bitched-up army talking Navy lingo,’ opined Army Brigadier 
General Frank Armstrong in one of the most brutal interservice 
assessments.  That was going too far.  But deep down, many 
Army professionals tend to wonder about the Marines.  Grab a 
defended beach?  Definitely.  Seize a hill?  Sure, if you don’t 
mind paying a little.  But take charge of a really big land 
operation?  Not if we can help it.” 

“Anyone who has watched an amphibious landing unfold 
would be careful with that kind of thinking.  The Marines 
actually have a lot in common with their elite Army infantry 
brothers, if not with all the various Army headquarters and 
service echelons.  True, Marine orders do tend to be, 
well…brief.  But so do those of the airborne, the air assault, the 
light-fighters, and the Rangers, for the same good reason:  
Hard, realistic training teaches soldiers hoe to fight by doing, 
over and over, so they need not keep writing about it, 
regurgitating basics every time.  More enlightened soldiers 
consider that goodness.  A three-inch thick order, a big CP, 
and lots of meeting do not victory make.  The Marines 
consciously reject all that.”  

“A Corps infused with a rifleman ethos has few barriers to 
intra-service cooperation.  The Army talks a great deal about 
combined arms and does it down to about battalion level, often 
with great wailing and gnashing of the teeth.  Marines do it all 
the way down to the individual Marine.  Soldiers have defined 
military occupational specialties and guard their prerogatives 
like a union shop stewards.  Finance clerks don’t do machine 
guns.  Mechanics skip foot marches to fix trucks.  Intell 
analysts work in air-conditioned trailers; they don’t patrol.  
Marines, though, are just Marines.  They all consider 
themselves trigger pullers.  They even like it, as might be 
expected of an elite body.” 
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A Marine is sitting at a bar wearing a shirt that says 

"SEALS Suck".  
Sure enough, two SEALS walk up.   
One of the SEALS says, "WHAT DOES THAT SHIRT 

SAY!?!?!?!"  
So the Marine responds, "That’s the first thing I hate about 

SEALS, they can’t read."  
The other SEAL growls, "What did you say!?!"  
The Marine responds, "That’s the second thing I hate 

about SEALS, they can’t hear."  
Then the first SEAL demands that they take this outside. 
Two minutes later the Marine walks back into the bar 

unharmed. The bartender asks what happened to the two 
SEALS.  

The Marine responds, "That’s the third thing I hate about 
SEALS, they bring knives to gunfights." 
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Army Unveils New Award:  
Combat Briefing Badge (CBB) 

 
Recognizing the need for an award for troops assigned to 

headquarters units during combat operations, the Army today 
announced the approval of the Combat Briefing Badge, or 
CBB.  "People don't realize that being in a major headquarters 
can be just as stressful as going on patrols or convoys," said 
Major John Remf.  "When you're briefing that many General 
Officers, your career can end in a heartbeat. And it can happen 
to anyone at any time, not just combat arms soldiers."   

DOD statistics note that CSS personnel are more likely to 
suffer career-ending incidents in rear areas than Combat Arms 
Soldiers. "This just reflects that reality," said Pentagon 
spokesman LTC Roger Pogue.  

The award ranks in precedence below the CIB and CAB, 
but above the EIB and PowerPoint Ranger tab.  

The criteria for the award is still under discussion, but 
preliminary guidance authorizes the award for 30 days of 
continuous briefings of officers at least two grades higher than 
the briefer without incident while serving in a theater of 
operations in which the awardee is eligible for hostile fire and 
hazardous duty pay.  
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Come out and sample some of Michigan’s Finest Beer 

at Champane’s Wine Cellars Pub 
 

6pm Thursday, January 28, 2010 
 

Beers from some of your favorite Breweries will be featured: 
 

Arbor Brewing Company – Arcadia Brewing Company - Atwater Block Brewery 
Bell’s Brewery - Dark Horse Brewing Co - Detroit Beer Company – Dragonmead Microbrewery 

Founders Brewing Company - Jolly Pumpkin Artisan Ales - Keweenaw Brewing Company 
Kuhnhenn Brewing Company - Michigan Brewing Company - Motor City Brewing Works 

New Holland Brew Company - North Peak Brewing Company - Short's Brewing Company 
 

Chat with Brewery Representatives, Owners 
 

Advance tickets are $20 per person and are availabl e at Champane’s, 
by contacting Jim Graham with the 1-24 Memorial Com mittee at (586) 879-5798, 

by email Tickets1-24@wowway.com 
Order Tickets early! Only a limited number of ticke ts will be available at the door. 

 
Champane’s Wine Cellars Pub is conveniently located at 7007 Chicago Road, Warren MI 48092 

(13 Mile Road between Van Dyke & Mound) www.champanes.com 
 

You must be 21 years of age to attend.  Tickets are non-refundable 
 

The 1-24 Memorial Committee 
Was formed to build a permanent Memorial to honor the service and sacrifice of the 22 Marines who gave their 

lives in Iraq from the 1st Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment. 
 

The 1-24 is headquartered aboard Selfridge Air National Guard Base. 
 

Visit our website at http://1-24battalionmemorial.bravehost.com to learn more about us. 
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MACOMB COUNTY DETACHMENT 

Department of Michigan 
Marine Corps League 

INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 
Mailing Address: 

6388 Old Coach Trail 
Washington, Michigan, 48094-2148 

 
Published monthly for members of the Macomb County 
Detachment and Auxiliary. SCUTTLEBUTT Newsletter is a 
non-profit monthly publication for the use of the Macomb 
County Detachment/Auxiliary, Department of Michigan, 
Marine Corps League.  Article deadline is the 15th of each 
month 
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Change of Address:  Send to the Detachment Adjutant/Paymaster at: 
 6388 Old Coach Trail, Washington, Michigan, 48094-2148 
 
New Address (please print): 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_______________________________________________  email address _____________________________________ 

Commandant Christine Tonegatto-Salo (586) 997-0081  President Irene Spooner (586) 466-5708 
Senior Vice Commandant Douglas Newell (586) 228-5805  Senior Vice President Loretta Balderson (810) 392-2590 
Junior Vice Commandant Scott Neff (248) 798-5776  Junior Vice President Angela Wozniak (586) 843-6093 
Judge Advocate Anthony Jablonowski, PC (586) 558-8777  Judge Advocate Joan Pfaff (586) 263-3448 
Adjutant/Paymaster George Wittstock, PDC (586) 781-5414  Chaplain Dolores Tonegatto (586) 781-6839 
Chaplain John Sottrel (586) 247-7785  Treasurer Carol Dysarczyk (248) 681-7098 
Sergeant at Arms Jerry Allen (586) 731-4651  Secretary Karen Aune (586) 463-8890 
Editor, Newsletter George Wittstock, PDC (586) 781-5414  Trustee Grace Adragna (586) 979-3535 
Fund Raising Officer James Szczesny (586) 949-9678  Trustee April Brozowski (586) 413-4556 
Honor Guard Commander Scott Neff (248) 798-5776     
Historian Guy Serafino (586) 468-0307     
Highway Cleanup Officer Michael Panin (586) 778-4665     
Quartermaster Gregory Pawlik, PC (586) 979-2986     
Service Officer Kenneth Aune, PC (586) 463-8890     
       

 


